
North Dakota Department of Human Services
Proton Pump Inhibitor Authorization Criteria Algorithm

Is prescription for Step 1 
drug?

No PA is required

Has the patient failed Step 1 
drug within last two years?

Is prescription for 
Step 2 drug?

PA Granted

Patient must try Step 1 
drug for 14 days

Has patient failed 
Step 2 drug within 

past 2 years?
PA Granted

Patient must try Step 2 
drug for 14 days

Yes

No

No

Yes Yes

No (it is a step 3 drug)

No

Yes

Please Note:

Step 1 drug is defined as Prilosec OTC, Prevacid 24HR, omeprazole, and pantoprazole 

Step 2 drug is defined as lansoprazole

Step 3 drug is defined as Nexium, Aciphex, Zegerid and Dexilant (which is 5-8 times more 
expensive)
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